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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
06/02/08 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3-10, and 12-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Deiss (U.S. Pat. No. 5,802,063). 

4. Regarding claim 1 , Deiss disclosed a method and system of transmitting a chain 
of database management messages between a management center and a plurality of 
distributed subscriber databases, wherein each management message member of this 
chain comprises a chain header, a chain identifier (see column 2, line 55 through 
column 3, line 6), comprising creating a conditional block for each management 
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message member of said chain, the conditional block indicating whether the 
management message member associated with the conditional block is to be processed 
without reference to all or part of other message members of the chain, and in the 
negative event, effective for defining conditions linked to a previous processing of all or 
part of other message members of the chain (see column 5, lines 11-63); adding said 
conditional block to each of said respective management message members of said 
chain (column 5, lines 44-46); transmitting the chain of database management message 
between a management center and a plurality of distributed subscriber databases (see 
column 1 , lines 57-61 ); determining at a subscriber database whether processing of a 
received message is subject to a condition in the corresponding conditional block 
(column 7, line 30 through column 8, line 10); if the processing of the received message 
is not subject to a condition, immediately processing said message (column 7, lines 4- 
8); if the received message is subject to a condition, determining whether the condition 
has been fulfilled (column 5, lines 1-31); if the condition has been fulfilled, immediately 
processing said message (column 5, lines 1-31); if the condition has not fulfilled, locally 
storing said message (column 5, lines 32-43). 

5. Regarding claim 3, Deiss disclosed the method and system further comprising 
the steps of managing a table in the subscriber database containing an information 
representing a processing state of each member of the chain (see column 8, lines 11- 
20), updating said table every time that a member of the chain is processed (see 
column 8, lines 1 1 -20), and resetting said table either on request of the managing 
center or after a predefined time (see column 8, lines 1 1-20). 
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6. Regarding claim 4, Deiss disclosed the method and system wherein the 
subscriber database is connected to a subscriber unit and wherein it comprises the step 
of memorizing the management messages in a memory of the subscriber unit and of 
presenting them on request to the subscriber database (see column 3, line 66 through 
column 4, line 67). 

7. Regarding claim 5, Deiss disclosed the method and system further comprising 
the steps of memorizing incoming messages in series, each incoming message causing 
an increment of a stack pointer of incoming messages, and of allowing a direct access 
to the messages requested by the subscriber database (see column 4, lines 1 1 -25; 
column 8, lines 11-20; column 9, lines 56-63). 

8. Regarding claim 6, Deiss disclosed the method and system wherein the memory 
of the subscriber unit is configured as a serial buffer memory having a fixed length (see 
column 4, lines 12-25; column 8, lines 11-20). 

9. Regarding claim 7, Deiss disclosed the method and system further comprising 
the steps of receiving in the subscriber database, a message member of a chain, and of 
allocating in the subscriber unit, the memory necessary for receiving all the members of 
this chain (see column 4, lines 1 1 -25; column 8, lines 1 1 -20; column 9, lines 56-63). 

10. Regarding claim 8, Deiss disclosed the method and system further comprising 
the steps of requesting the subscriber module to compose a management message 
describing its software and hardware resources and of sending said message either to 
the subscriber database or to the management center (see column 4, lines 42-67). 
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11. Regarding claim 9, Deiss disclosed the method and system wherein the request 
is transmitted, either by the management center under the form of a management 
message, or by the subscriber database under the form of an instruction on an I/O line 
(see column 4, lines 42-67). 

12. Independent claims 10, 16, and 18 as well as their dependent claims recite 
substantially the invention of claims 1 and 3-9. Accordingly, these claims are rejected 
under the same rationale detailed above. 



Response to Arguments 

13. Applicant's arguments filed 06/02/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

14. Regarding claims 1, 3-10, and 12-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Deiss, Applicant asserts that the reference does not teach "determining 
at a subscriber database whether processing of a received message is subject to a 
condition in the corresponding conditional block" and "if the processing of the received 
message is not subject to a condition, immediately processing said message" as 
claimed. To this point, Applicant argues that in Deiss, there is no determination as to 
whether a message is subject to a condition, as each message is subject to a single 
condition which is always the same. Examiner disagrees. Deiss clearly discloses 
several conditions to which received data may be subject to. Deiss discloses 
immediately processing data based on a condition (column 5, lines 1-31), inhibiting data 
processing based on a condition (column 5, lines 32-43), and immediate processing of 
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data with no condition (column 7, lines 4-8). Deiss further disclosed determinination of 
such conditions (column 7, line 30 through column 8, line 10). Applicant further asserts 
that Deiss does not teach that each message comprises a conditional block. However, 
Examiner submits that Deiss clearly discloses packets with conditional access 
information (column 5, lines 44-46), which reads on the limitation as claimed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph Maniwang whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 3928. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William C. Vaughn can be reached on (571) 272-3922. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/William C. Vaughn, Jr./ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2144 



